KITCHEN TABLE GATHERING
Sunday, November 22nd
Connect + Pray + Be Fed

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the lives of neighbors who suffer brokenness and pain:
We confess you are still speaking!
In the struggle of our siblings whose rights are not honored:
We confess you are still speaking!
In a world crying out for wisdom, love and mercy:
We confess you are still speaking!
In a world calling for the blessing of truth:
We confess you are still speaking! Bless us to hear!
Let us confess together:
We confess that in our lives we often hide behind
our work and play, schools and jobs, fun and fashion.
We let ourselves get so busy
that we forget the cause of the marginalized and the suffering.
We confess we allow the powers of this world
to seduce us into selBishness
and silence our witness.
Teach us to champion the cause for justice for all,
strengthen us to love our neighbor, live for the sake of others,
and speak truth no matter the penalty. Amen.

+
The Word of God assures us
that we are able to love through the Spirit of Christ.
Let us go from this place with authority,
knowing that God’s Word gives us strength
to love our neighbors near and far
and power to speak up for those who are broken.
Thanks to the Word of God!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and
the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen

READINGS
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my
sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek out
their Elocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them
from all the places to which they have been scattered
on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and
I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there
they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture
on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with Elank and shoulder, and
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far
and wide, I will save my Elock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will
judge between sheep and sheep.
will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have
spoken.
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Psalm 95:1-7a

Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
For the Lord is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.

Matthew 25:31-46

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at
his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his
right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ Then he will
say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the
eternal Eire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you
did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
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MESSAGE
PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

Although we are not together in person at this time, we are still church
and our ministry continues. Your contributions help support our our
work and I am also here to walk with you during these strange days.

THE MEAL WE SHARE

Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary
Pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living
sanctuary for you.
Although our community is scattered, God’s love and grace abounds!
Jesus promises us: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
Let this meal we share together overcome the physical distance between
us and remind us of our unity.
Listen to the words Jesus shared with his disciples at the table:
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using
the words closest to your heart.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SHARE THE MEAL
MEAL BLESSING

Let this small act we share remind us of the power of Christ’s strength
and know that you are kept in God’s grace.

BLESSING (Canaan Banana, With All God’s People: The New Ecumenical
Prayer Cycle)
Open my eyes that they may see the deepest needs of people;
Move my hands that they may feed the hungry;
Touch my heart that it may bring warmth to the despairing;
Teach me the generosity that welcomes strangers;
Let me share my possessions to clothe the naked;
Give me the care that strengthens the sick;
Make me share in the quest to set the prisoner
free.
In sharing our anxieties and our love,
our poverty and our prosperity,
we partake of your divine presence.
In the name of the Divine Three in One
Amen.

SENDING

Go in peace, with love for our neighbors. Amen.
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