Series 7:

The Good Shepherd
Family Sunday School
Lesson 2 - The 99 and the 1
Introduction:
In today’s parable about 99 sheep that are safe and one sheep who is lost,
sometimes we are the safe sheep and sometimes we are the lost one.
God has plans for us no matter where we are.

Start the Fun!
Cotton Ball Sheep Game
Materials needed:
Vaseline
Cotton balls
Play the game:
Put a little Vaseline on each child’s nose. Put some cotton balls in a bowl. Let
each child take a turn picking up cotton balls with their nose and putting
them in another bowl. They may use their Bingers to dislodge the cotton balls
once they are leaning over the second bowl. You can make this competitive
by giving each player one minute and counting how many cotton balls they
got. At the end of the activity, put some more Vaseline on the children’s faces
and let them put cotton balls all over their face. Be sure to take a picture of
God’s sheep!
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Read together
Matthew 18:12-14 NIV
The 99 and the 1
“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one
that wandered off? And if he Binds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that
one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way
your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.
Isaiah 53:6
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

Discuss
Ask: We understand that in these lessons Jesus is the shepherd and people
are his sheep. What do you think it means to wander off?
Discussion points: The sheep (or people, rather) who have wandered off
could be people who don’t have a relationship with God. They could also be
people who love God but who have sinned. And they could be people who
are different from the rest of the Block. We call people like this, who may not
feel like their voice is heard, who think that no one understands them or
cares for them, “marginalized.” To help you understand where this word
came from, on a piece of paper, the margin is off to the side of a page of text,
just like some people feel like they are apart from the main group.
Ask: Can you thing of some people who may be pushed to the margins?
Discussion points: People who feel like they have been “thrown away” or
forgotten might include people in prison, people addicted to drugs, people
with mental illnesses, immigrants, gay or transgender people, people with
disabilities, and minorities, to name a few.
Ask: How does it say in Matthew that God treats people who are away from
the rest of the Block?
Discussion points: God will go after every single lost sheep. He deeply cares
about each and every person.
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Ask: In Isaiah, it says, “We all like sheep have gone astray.” Astray is
another way of saying wandered off. How have we all gone astray?
Discussion points: The next line in the verse explains it. It says “each of us
has turned to our own way.” Putting ourselves Birst and forgetting what
God wants us to do is a way of separating ourselves from God. Not obeying
God, or sinning, is also called “iniquity,” which is in the last line.
Ask: What happens when we wander off into sin?
Discussion points: We are just like the one sheep. God will not give up on us.
In Isaiah it says, “The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” This
means that God has already forgiven us for our sins through grace, as a
free gift. Jesus’ death on the cross displayed for us that we are forgiven and
allows us to have peace with God.

Pray
Leader: Let us pray for all of the Good Shepherd’s sheep. The response is
“Lord, have mercy.” We pray for all those who feel lost. May they be found
by the Lord Jesus Christ.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for all those who have been led astray by sin. May they feel
God’s mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for the marginalized who are not treated fairly because
they don’t Bit in with the rest of the Block. May they Bind God’s acceptance.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader: We pray for those who are like the ninety-nine sheep. May they stay
strong in their faith and help the Lord to take care of the lost.
All: Lord, have mercy.
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Participate
The Lost Sheep Craft and Game
You will need:
• Pompom or cotton ball
• black construction paper
• glue
• small googly eyes
• three cups such as bathroom cups
To make the game:
Cut out a small sheep head with ears from the black construction paper. Attach
eyes to it. Attach the head to a cotton ball or pompom with glue. Let it dry.
To play:
Line the three cups up in a row. With someone watching, place the sheep
under one of the cups. Slide the cups around several times, quickly changing
their position. Say, “Where is the lost sheep?” Have the person tap the cup they
think the sheep is under. Lift the cup to see if they were right.
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Wrap Up
God loves us. No matter how far away from God we may feel ourselves to be, or
how difBicult things may get for us, we can be sure God is looking after us.

Take a Moment to Breathe
Counting Sheep Breath
Have you heard someone tell you to “count sheep” to help you sleep? It sounds
kind of funny but it actually can help you calm down and drift off to sleep!
Let’s imagine the sheep leaping in the pasture as we breathe, one sheep for each
count in or out. With one hand resting on your stomach below your belly button
and the other on your chest, inhale for a count of three, then exhale for a count of
three. Do this deep breathing Bive times. Let your mind focus on the sheep heading
to the barn to sleep, feel your stomach rise and fall with each breath – this will help
quiet your mind which can be hard to shut off.
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