Baptism of Our Lord Sunday
Sunday, January 9th

Connect + Pray + Be Fed
CALL TO WORSHIP

Siblings in Christ, today we recall Jesus entering the waters of baptism.
In baptism, our Creator claims us and frees us from the power of hatred
and death.
In baptism we are joined to Christ and we are joined together in unity,
re=lected in these words;
“There is no longer Jew or Greek
there is no longer slave or free
there is no longer male or female
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
In baptism, the Spirit of God anoints us for ministry and makes us signs of
divine love. It is the mark of acceptance into the church and the beginning
of our growth into full Christian faith and discipleship.
Therefore on this day, let the whole church, the Body of Christ - Remember,
confess, and celebrate.
Gracious God, we confess that too often we live as though we are fearful,
not faithful. We struggle in the currents of uncertainty, at times pulling
neighbors down just to keep our own heads above water. When we
encounter the frothing waves of chaos and confusion, we don’t easily pass
through them, but we obsess about the height of the water instead of the
sight of the other side.
You trouble the waters, shaking us from just sailing through life
You call us to get out of the boat and into the sea!
You promise to walk through the rivers with us.
Help us believe. And help our unbelief.
Let us rejoice in the Grace-=illed words of the God who created you and
formed us in God’s image:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.”
This is the good news!
Hear this – you belong to God! I invite you to say, “I belong to God.”
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be children of God, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

READINGS
Isaiah 43:1-10a

But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through =ire you shall not be burned,
and the =lame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”
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Matthew 21:33-46

As the people were =illed with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I
is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and =ire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing =loor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will
burn with unquenchable =ire.”
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

MESSAGE
REMEMBRANCE OF OUR BAPTISMS

Do you promise, by the grace of God,
to be a disciple, to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
to resist oppression,
to show love and justice,
and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ,
as best you are able?
And do you promise, according to the grace given to you,
to grow in your faith and to be a faithful disciple of Jesus,
celebrating Christ’s presence and furthering God’s mission in all the world?
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
I invite you to recall the promises of your baptism—
• to live among God’s faithful people,
• to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
• to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
• to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
• and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
made either by you or on your behalf by your parents/guardians.
If you have never been baptized, consider whether this is the day
you would like to explore the sacrament of baptism and the journey of faith more
deeply. You can reach out to me or =ind an af=irming congregation near you.
I invite you to dip a =inger in your bowl and make the sign of the cross on your
forehead with the water, say, “I am God’s beloved!” (If you are with others in your
household, try making the sign on the person sitting next to you and say, “You are
God’s beloved.”)
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PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY
PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
At this time, I invite you to take a moment and text one or two people a word of
peace.

OFFERING

Although we are not together in person at this time, we are still church and our
ministry continues. You can make an offering at www.elcserves.org/give

THE MEAL WE SHARE

(You are invited to sing this prayer)
Be present at our table, Lord;
Be here and everywhere adored;
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we
May feast in paradise with Thee.
Amen
Although our community is scattered, God’s love and grace abounds! Jesus
promises us: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
Let this meal we share together overcome the physical distance between us
and remind us of our unity.
Listen to the words Jesus shared with his disciples at the table:
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the
words closest to your heart.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SHARE THE MEAL
MEAL BLESSING

Let this small act we share remind us of the power of Christ’s strength and know
that you are kept in God’s grace.

BLESSING

By your Spirit, Almighty God, Grant us
Love for others,
Joy in serving you,
Peace in disagreement,
Patience in suffering,
Kindness toward all people,
Goodness in evil times,
Faithfulness in temptation,
Gentleness in the face of opposition,
Self-control in all things.
Then strengthen us for ministry in this world.
In the name of the Divine Three-in-One. Amen

SENDING

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,
...In the name of Christ. Amen.
Portions of this service were adapted from “I am God’s Beloved!” Service Prayers for the First Sunday
after Epiphany, was written by the Rev. Dr. David Bahr. The questions, af=irmations and recommitment
of the Remembrance of Baptism have been adapted from material in Book of Worship, © 1986
Of=ice of Church Life and Leadership.

5

WELCOME
Epiphany Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. As members of Epiphany Lutheran Church, we welcome
you regardless of gender identity, sexual orientation, race, culture, addictions, physical
or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too
often divides us. Everyone who gathers here is expected and encouraged to share in
the sacramental and general life of this congregation. We pledge to ourselves and to all
others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people, in our life together and in our
outreach to the world. For more information, please visit: www.elcserves.org
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